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Upon his arrival at Rome he fell dangerously sick;  and he attributes
his recovery to the prayers of his mother, though she did not then know
his situation;  out of a favourable regard to whose petitions God would
not cut him off in his impenitence.   From Rome he went to teach rhetoric
at Milan in 384, and being convinced by St Ambrose of the errors of his
sect, renounced that heresy, yet without being fixed in the truth, con-
tinuing his search after it in a fluctuating state of mind.   Monica followed
him, and in a great storm at sea comforted the sailors, assuring them,
from a vision, that they would certainly reach the port.    Finding him at
Milan, she learned from his own mouth that he was no longer a Manichee;
but she redoubled her tears and prayers to God to obtain his thorough
conversion.    She respected St Ambrose as the spiritual physician of his
soul;  and was herself wonderfully delighted with hearing his solid and
beautiful discourses.   St Ambrose forbid at Milan the custom of carrying
bread and wine to the tombs of the martyrs; and Monica, going thither
with her offerings, was stopped by the porter, and being informed that
the custom had been forbid, she was more ready to condemn the practice
in the simplicity of obedience than to inquire into the reasons of the
prohibition.    She therefore was content to carry to those holy places a
heart full of pure and religious dispositions, reserving her alms for other
occasions.    To satisfy her scruple, St Austin consulted St Ambrose on
the fast of the Saturday.    She had been used to keep fast on that day,
according to the custom of the church of Tagaste, which was also that
of Rome, but at Milan this fast was not observed.   She was therefore in
doubt what she ought to do.   The answer of St Ambrose, taken into the
canon law, was: " When I am here I do not fast on the Saturday, but I
fast when I am in Rome; do you the same, and follow always the custom
and discipline of the churches where you are ": which precept she obeyed.
She had the joy to see St Austin perfectly converted in August 386.   She
had contrived a good match for him, which might be a bar against any
relapse into his former disorders, but understood from him, with great
satisfaction, that he was resolyed to embrace a state of perpetual continency.
When the vacation of the schools during the vintage came on, St Austin
retired with his friends to a country house.    His mother accompanied
them, and had a great share in their learned entertainments, in which she,
by her natural genius and constant conversation with God, showed an
extraordinary penetration and judgment.   St Austin has preserved many
of her ingenious and pious reflections;  the first he sometimes compares
with the finest strokes of Tully and Hortensius, in his books, On Order,
and in that, On a Happy Life.

^ St Austin was baptized at Easter in 387, with some of his friends,
with whom he continued to live some time. St Monica took as much
care of them all as if they had been her children, and paid them all a